SERPULA VERMICULARIS. 
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CHARACTER GENERICUS. 


Animal Texebella. 
Tefta univalvis, tubulofa, adherens, (fepe ifthmis 
integris paffim intercepta.) 


Lin. Syfl. Nat. p. 1264. 


CHARACTER SPECIFICUS, &c. 


SERPULA tefta tereti, fubulata, curvata, rugofa. 
Lin. Syft. Nat. p. 1267. 


TUBUS VERMICULARIS. 
Ellis Corall. t. 38. f. 2. 


Specierum quas plurimas continet genus Serpula 
varium omnino et inzquale, diverfa admodum eft 
forma et magnitudo. Species quam magnitudine 
naturali depinximus, in litoribus Britannicis aliifque 
Europzis fzpe confpicitur, quafi in longitudinem 
agglutinata conchis majoribus, rupibus, lapidibus, 
reliquifque ejufmodi. Pulcherrima funt tentacula 
quafi plumata, eodem colore quo corpus, fcilicet 
vivide rubra; quaque, cum animal efcam queritat, 
infe&a nempe parvula marina aliaque id generis, ex- 

feruntur ; 


feruntur; et affurgit inter tentacula tuba, margine 
ampliore, tubae bellicæ non longe abfimilis, quam 
juxta eft et alia fimplicior. Corpus reliquum intra 
teftam contrahitur, et ad fimilitudinem hirudinis 
quodammodo accedit. 
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PwERMICULAR SERPULA, 
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GENERIC CHARACTER. 


Animal refembling a Terebella. 

Shell univalve, tubular, adhering commonly to 
other fubftances, (in fome fpecies intercepted 
internally by diffepiments at uncertain dif- 
tances. ) 


SPECIFIC CHARACTER, Sec. 


SERPULA with round, tapering, curved, wrin- 
kled fhell. 


VERMICULAR SERPULA, 


Common SERPULA or Worm-fhell. 


The genus Serpula, confifting of a great number 

. of fpecies of very diffcrent fizes and forms, is among 
the leaft regular of the teftaceous tribe; and the in- 

habiting animals appear of a very diffcrent caft from 

thofe of any other fhells. The fpecies here figured 

in its natural fize, is not uncommon on the Britifh 

and other European coafts. It is found attached, or 

agglutinated as it were, longitudinally, to the larger 

fhells, 


fhells, rocks, ftones, or other fubftances. The ani- 
mal is remarkable for the elegance of its plumy ten- 
tacula, which, as well as the body, are of a bright 
{carlet color, and are protruded when the creature 
is in queft of prey; viz. the fmaller fea infects, &c. 
Between the tentacula arifes a curious tube with a 
dilated opening not ill refembling the form of a 
trumpet; and near this appears another tube of a 
more fimple ftructure. The remainder or body of 
the animal is imbedded in the fhell, and bears a 
diftant refemblance to a leech. 


